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A. Dialogue or Diſcourle be- 
tweene a Parliament-man and 
a Roman Catholick. 


SINCE 7 EE 
Q IR, What are your Senators relolyed to ruine all Catho- 
lickes ? BE 


Proſ?. We fhalkproceede againſt you accoxdingt o the 
T3 £2 VC | » gms ms 
Lawes. LATCOT LIRA ATRIE-2 
Cath. But the Lawes ſomctimes may be ſuſpended : for 
when the cauſe and motive of the Law:doth univerſally ceaſe, 
the Law it ſelfe may be anulled, . ' 5 
Prot, True: but not in oux caſe; for the motives, which 
heretofore induced our Parliaments to ena& Sratutes againſt 


Recufants, doe {till continue, neither are they as yet univerſal- _ 
ly ceaſed. Therefore the neglect of pptting them-in executi--.' 
- on is bothofftencive to God, and dangerous to our State: 


Cath, Yet I cannot ſee, why rheſufpention of a rigorous hand, 
and, a charitable moderation of your illimited power over a 


ſmall number of poore Catholickes can breede a ſcruple in 


your Conſcience, on-bee-effencive-to Almighty God, for al- 
though in your opifjion the Religiotof Cathplicks be falſe, 


(hed, who will not adheare to,your 9pinzon.But however,may 
younot in ſure charity withour offcnce to God ſuffer us to live 
amoneſt you, with intention to bring us tothe knowledge of 
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you deeme fo be truth,and ſo with intention to make us of your 


Religion : [Thisyou ſecis the praiſe of other Nations: "az 
Carbolickesiand Proteſtants to admitt and to lerate .amon? 
-them. ſuch as profeſle a differ:nt beliete from'theirs.: Tris lo 


you know in France, Spaine, Germany, Swevia; Polonia, Mul- 


Je ing Turkey, Perfia, &&. will you onely be more fcrupulops, 


hen all the Chriſtians of Europe, and more ſevere to.yourown 
Coen m-n, then Turkes, and orher Heathen Princes ? 

Pret Could T bee pt cfyaded thacſuch a connivenceatRecu- 
ſants werenot hurtiu!l troonr preſent x gOVErNGent , and. that 
the Roman Catbvlik cond be true and Joyall ſubje&s to a Prg- 
teſtant King or Common w-alth,l would nevcr give my voyce 


to have them uſed with rizour and feve tity, but you Papits 


are muci pernitious toour State, Therefore it is not your Re- 
ligion, but Treaton that we puniſh, 
Cath I confeſſe this leycrity {prung not ones from the . mo- 


tives-of State, and Poiicie, but was much exaſperated by:the 


rigorus proceedings of the Court of Rome,and by the faious 


combinations,and fedit:10us plots 5 of [MC few bulie bout feux 


of the Roman "IN Yerlam confident, thar Our Relivion doth 


not teach us any thing contrary to the fidel lity. we owe to our 


King and Country, though Proteſtants » YEA CVEN though they 


| perſecure Us, 


Prot, But Icantell you, thatthe vaſtamabition of the Cgurt 


ot Rome, their continual pra@iſes & endeavours to conleryc 


& augment their greatne{le, and rhe Popes primacy, & preten- 
ded authority to create and depoſe Kings and, Emperours were 
able to make us Tealous of you, but I will onely ſpcake of the 
ſpeciall power, which you generally.give him over Hererticall 
and Schiſmaticall Statcs and Princes, as our State and King 1s 
in your OPINION. - 

_Cath. In this many wiſe and expzrienced Catholickes dac 
blame the ambition of the Court of Romeas wellas ; you. And: 
as for the Popes power of creating Kings , there is now. no 


Prince will ejther expe& or deſire creation from him. 


Prot. | How eyet youſee, that'o out calc; is different t fromghe 
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caſe of Catholicke Princes, tor you ſay, that the Pope can de- 
poſe Kings for Hereſfie, or Schiſme :- (and this is a general] te- 
nentamongſt you) or for joyning in league, andalliance with 
Proteſtant States, nay for notorious vices : and ſomeof you 
addeeven for inſufficiency;and in all theſe caſes che Pope him- 
ſelfe muſt be judge. And what Protcſtant Prince-canbe ſecure, 
ſuppoſing this doctrine be true, and that the Popes party , et- 
ther forraigne, er domelſticall, be ſtronger, then {uch a Princes? 
Do you not hold that the Pope can abſolve the ſubjects of ſuch 
a King from their allegiance ?- and hath he not done it here in 
Englana? Did not his Nwncro in Sparne folici:e-for. matty yeares 
together, tohave an Armadoſent againſt this Kingdome. And 
was not this efte&ed at the inſtance, and puriuic of y:ur Eng- 
liſh Teſuites, did not Cardinal Alken write, and printa ſeditious 
| letter by the. Popes coinmand, to ſtirre up thePapiſts of Eng- 

land torebellion > Was not Queene Elizabeth excommunica- 
ted, anddepoled by the Pope? Did not Dv/masx write a Book by 
the Popes order,to diſprove Queen El:zab. Title tothe crown, 
and te transferre it upon Portugal Theſe are your tenents, and 
your practiſes muſt needs follow uponall occaſions; which if 
 fometimes they donot, itis not for want of Principles-ro make 
them.good-in your conceit; but for wantof power to put them 
in execution : and therefore we conclude, that both the Pope 
 andyou, do butexpect afit oppertunity to blow up both our 
King an 1! Parliament, and fet up your Religion. | 
Cath. Thoſeauthors, which you ſteme moſtto pointar, too 
too much favouring the Popes authority in temporall affaires, 
have beene deſervedly condemned by our Catholicke Vniver- 
firies,and their bookes publiquely burned by the order. of Ca« 
tholicke Magiſtrates. And for my part Iſhall not thinke him 
' innocent, ora worthy member of this Common. wealth , that 
will not acknowledge his faitlifull loyalty, and conſtant allegi- 
ance'to our King, and countrey, though Proteſtants; indepen- 
dent of all forraigne, or papall authority. 
_ Pros, Why doe you not then at the leaſt take the Oath of - 
Tegiance?Though perhaps forjthe oath of ſupremacy,therema 
be ſome more difficultic init © Cath. 
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. Cath. Sir, it youonely intend to be ſecured of our allegiance. 

weſhall eaſily agree, butto make us decidea queſtion diſpu- » 
table in Schooles by ſwearihg an univerſall negative, to what 
offe& I pray? For although in my opinion-the Pope cannot de- 
poſe any abſolute Prince, though an Hereticke , no not m any 
caſe ofhis owne power,or by any authority inherent in his per- 
ſon or dignity; nor doe Ethinke, that any indifferent man will 
fay, that the Pope can depole King Charles, that now raigneth, 
much lefle that he-can abſolve hiz Carholike Subjects ,. from 
their allegiance due unto him. Whetefore as wife States-men 
you ought not to make us ſweare to this , or that univerſall te. 
netit in points proble, matically diſputed by Divines: but toſfe- - 
cure your ſelves of our particular allegiances and fidelity to our 
King, and Countrey, which you may juſtly exa@ otus, and we 
as juſtly performe. And for rhe Oath of Supremacy 'tis a meere 
folly ro-imagine, that any ſecular,or Lay-men can be ſupreame 
of the Church: None of your iclves belcive it, nor any Chriſtt- 
an Religion, or ſe&tdidever before Henry 8. Protefle ſuch a te- 
nent, and Maſter Calviz in his relation, de YValentiniano, Theodo- 
ſo, and Saint Ambroſio, firongly oppoſing this fondaſſeRion 
calls them, who firſt gave this title to Henry 8. Homines inconſs- 
deratt and concludes , exuwt enim Blaſpems, cum vocarent ipſum, 
ſummumn Eccieſie caput ſub Chriito. 

Prot. ] could wiſh all the Papiſts of Ezg/and were of your 0» 
pinion inthe pointof diſpoſition,it wouldthen pcrhaps be bet- 
ter for them - butthecontra:y doctrine is more generall a- 
monegſt you, and thence doc follow moſt dangerous ſequels, 
and ſometimes moſt enormous effects: your Divines tell you, 
that'tis lawfull- for any Catholicks SubjeR, to take armes a- 
gainſt his Prince, if he be either an Hereticke, or an open perſe- 
cutor of the Roman Church : nay, that it is no ſinne to kill him 
either by privatetreachery, or publique aſſaults : and of this we 
have ſeene in ourage divers lamentable examples praftiſed a- 
broad, and ſome moſt execrable attempts here at home, 

Cath. Truly Sir, your Divines, as Luther, Calvin, and others 
ae more orrwardinhis point, then oy Catholics Tow 
es LE and 
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and their praQiſcs have farre excceded ours;except perhaps the 
Powdcr Treafon : bur chat was Diabolicall beyond meaſure. 

Prot. Well, you will rever waſh oft the infamy at that pow- 
der-plot; you know what prootes w're brought inagainſt your 
Teſtires before the Lords Commiſiioners at that time. 

Cath, Sir, you know Iam neither Priett , nor Ieſuite » and I 
thinke there is never a Catholicke Gentleman in Ere/rz1, but 
doth 2bhorre and d-teſt that wicked conſpiracy, as much as 
any Pioteſtant of you all And ſure King lames knew well, that 


this moniter was hitched in the breaſt of ſome particular Ca- 


tholickes; See his Proclamation November.7. His wordes are 
th:{c:Weare by good experience {o weil pa:{waded of the lLoy- 
altie of divers of our Subj«&5 ofthe Roman religion, that they 
dos as mnch abhorre' this dcteſtable conſpiracy, as we our 
ſelves. 

Prot. ButT could objet more diſloyaltics, if the time wonld 
permtr, then you can anſwere too : and theroat thereof ſpring 
from your ſeminary Prieſts, who by their power, and autaority 
have a maine ſway over your conſciences, and under pretence 
of Religion can bend your paſſions totheir owne endes , and 
defipnes. 

Cath, Sir,, Iconfeſſe ſome thinges may be obj:&ed in that 
kind worchy the reflection of a good common-wealths man - 
but if you be pleaſed to uſe your clemency rowards your poorc 
. Catholicke Subjects, and graciofly to conceive at their ſubſt- 
ſtance : you ſhull inde them ready ro conſpire with none, nor 
aimeat their owne temporall good, bur by the advancement of 
your common-yyealth, whereof if once you vouchiafe toadmit 
them as worthy members, the Popes power ſhallno way hin- 
der their obedience to his Majeſty and you. 

Prot. Icoul +wiſh your Prieſts would do fo too, but I ſez not 
how we can'expett ſuch loyalty at rheir hands, and theretore 


you ſeg his Majeſty hath proclaimed their bantihment, And. 


ſurely if we bad ſuffered the Popes agent to continue here, he 
would haye had a care of his Maſters intereſts without 
" 5)» ono _ oo Ow E010 crank 
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C:th, Sir, how fit it may be to fufferan Agent from the Pope in 4 
State generally Proteſtant, intermixed with tome Catholicks, Ivill 
not diſpute, bur for the baniſhing of our Prieſts, meerely tor exer- 
ciſing their function, tis 1n vaine;z you may nang them at your plea- 


ſure, but as long as there remainesa Catholicke in E#2/1nd theite 


wili be Prieſts, becauſe we belceve,that we have an eflenrtiall depen- 
dance, and ncceflity of Prieſts. And therefore Pricſts will venture 


their lives for the ſalvation of our Sontes : 'Tis, and ever hath beene 


the ſpirit of our Church andReligion, when a'l comes to all, you 
will-fnde that a moderate hand over us,is more Chriſtian,more hi 
inaine, and more poltick. 

Prot, S'r, If you could finde 2 way how wee might bce ſecured of 


the fidclity of your Pricits, and thattieir dependance of Rome,and 


affection to forraigne ſtates, were not obnottious and liable to our 
juſt ſuſpitions, I could dee content Recuſanrs lived amonſ2t us, in a 
civill intelligence, and ordinai y iriendſhip. But you lee wee arefo 
zealous of them,that we have rather permicted ſtrangers & forraian 
Prieſts to reſide in hir Majeſtics Chappell, thongh with no !irtle 


danger for 'tis a wonder, that the mote zealous fort of onr p: o -le 


have not made ſome tummults, and uproares, fceing the Chap pell 
ſo frequented, as it was : and you know we. cannot bee ſo ſecured of 
any ſtrangers fidelity to our Countrey, eſpecially if they be Prieſts, 
and of a different Religion, and daily frequepr both Court and 
Towne, being imbol ned in that they are not liable to our Lawes; 
for beſides their zeale to Religion, they are naturally inclined to 
givenotice of what they heare, and fayour in what they can; their 
owne Countries intereſts. rr On TW ibs eo tg 
Cath. Truly fic.l doubt not but I can clearely ſhow you, how you 
may be ſecured of the loyally of ſome of our Englſh Pricſt,and how 
their dependance of Rome may bee of that nature, as ſhall pive 
you no juſt occaſion of {uſpition, and therefore might bee admit- 
red upon thoſe termes and conditians,as would baniſh ail ſuſpition, 
and prevent all dangers. A: for her Majcſties Chappell, trie t1e Ar. 
ticles of her marriage, agreed upon betwixe the two States, ratified. 
under the broad Seale of cach Kingdome, & it would be againſtthe 
law of Nations, and unwortiy the fidelity of a Chriſtian Prince to 
STONE infringe 
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infringe, and violate ſuch a publique contract ,alas Sir, conſider that 
now whileſt yoa happily are ſitting at the ſterne of the Common. 


wealth, and piouſly endzavouring to reforme the corruptions, and. 


abuſes of our Courts, and government, as alſo reſpeCtively ſecking 
to vindicate the anci-ntliberty of our Countrey,ſhall we only your 
poore Catholicke Subjects be excluded from this generall Tubilee; 
take then ſome moderate courſe toſecure your ſelves of our allegi- 
ance: andlet us all conſpire to make one Civill Body, that joyned, 
and united both in your domeſticke intereſts, and in your forraigne 
lcagues and watres we may (as your Catholicke Allies doe) engage 
our ſelves as willingly, andas farre as yon, Did not King Tames ſay 
well; a too ſevere perſecution makes men deſperate? Non coercet,ſed 
provocat violentia, Clemency begets love, love breeds loyalty. _ 

Prot. If theſe your tenents were common to all Papiſts,I conceive 
you would finde us more indulgent. Therefore me thinkes ir were 
worthy your labourto draw ſucha Proclamation of your fidelityas 
you thinke Papiſts might lawfully take , and as would perhaps con- 
rent our Parliament. 

Cath. Sir, I framed the laſt Winter p ivately to my ſelfe a ſhort 
petition in the behalfe of Catholickes, and kave ſince added there. 


.unto ſuch a Proteſtationas you ſpeake of;herethey are peruſe them 
I pray, and if you thinke fir, make your mederate friends pertakers of 


them, whom if they farisfie, I ſhall be heartily glad, if nothing will 
ſerve but out totall ruine, Gods will bedone;atleaſt it wili be a com- 
fort to have given this teſtimony of our allegiance, and fidclity ; fo 
that ifwe periſh, it mnſt needs befor our religion, ſince the paſt 


crimes of ſome few, and the diſpurable opinions of others can'ne- 
'verbea legall warrant to condemne the innocent :thenext time we 


meete, you will tell me more, in the interim God be with you. 
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